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AVING, at the general meeting of the heretors, on the 
H twenty ſecond of December laſt, thrown out ſome gene- 
ral objections, which occurred at that time, to the propoſal of a 
turnpike law, for the amending certain roads within the ſhire of 
Berwick; and the obſervations which I then made having been 
conſidered by ſome as groundleſs and contradictory to the prac· 
tice, both in ENGLAND and ScoTLAND} I thought it proper 
in a matter of fo much importance, to aſcertain from facts the 
probable produce of tolls and the charges which might be expect - 
ed to be incurred in making and keeping in repair the roads, 
by means of the turnpike law propoſed; and the ſituation of 
DuNBaR appearing to me to reſemble that of EY MOUTH and 
BERWICK, as to the nature and quantity of exports of the pro- 
duce, and imports for the ſupply of the adjacent countries of 
EAs T LOTHIAN and the MERSE, I was at ſome pains to pro- 
cure the accompts of the turnpike roads in EasT LOTHIAN, and 
to examine into them. In order to adapt theſe accompts to the 
roads leading to ExMouTH and BERWICK, from the country 
lying to the north of the T EE D, a ſituation ſimular to that of 
DUNBAR and the circumjacent country, I ſeparated the charges 
and produce of the turnpike roads of this, from thoſe of the weſt- 
ern diſtrict, which, owing to the great intercourſe with the me- 
tropolis, could not be applicable to a ſituation like that of the 
ſhire of BeRWICK ; and I found the charges of making and keep- 
ing in repair the turnpike roads, and the produce of the tolls in 
the eaſtern diſtrict of EasT LoTHIAN, at a medium during the 
fixſt eighteen years, after paſſing the act, according to a ſtate of 
the accompts laid before the committee of heritors, and which 


has been ſeen and eximined by Teveral members thereof, and by 
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cther gentlemen, verlanti in fuch ne to ſtand thus: 


As * U + 


YEARLY PRODUCE £13953: 1 
YEARLY CHARGES, 


Viz. To pay 6214 
10: 2, the proporti- 
on which falls to this 
diſtrict, for paying the 


act and incidents, 


would require annual - ; ne Ui AMY 
V 3 iN | 


Treaſurers falary a- 


bet 11 


Overſeers ſalary. 


N This was dif 


continued the laſt nine CHAI, 
years of the accompt,o- 1 5 4-7 
therwiſe this article „% bs oh 
would have been near- | fon 44 n 
ly double l '9: 6: + 30% 38:6: 3 


RFID? A toll- houſes 

and toll - bars 7 215 118 
Allowance to toll- _ 

gatherers, reckonedon- 


lyat'£12 a year each 48 555 15 11 41 | 


Balance remaining 
for making roads, build- 


ing bridges and for re- l 


pairs of ditt 1 9 0 10 1300 3 15 F 


— —— : — —_— 
— api rates 1 


TI Is is a real ſtate of the N e taken from facts, and there | 


fore cannot be controverted. As I have reaſen to think that the ö 


commerce of DUN BAR, for corn, goods and ccal, with the neigh- | 
bouring country to be full as conſiderable as that of EY MOUTH 


4 
or BRNWICk with the country on the north fide of the Ex Ian 
border, for theſe articles; L really believe that the produce of tolls 
on a turnpike road through the MExst to Ex MOUTH and Bxr- 
wick, would, cæteris paribus,” be nearly in the proportion 
of the produce of tolls in the eaſtern diſtrict of. EasT LoTrmran. 
But as the road through Dx BAR was uſed as the only high road 
betwixt LonDoN and EDINBURGH, during the whole eighteen 
years, from the accompts of which the above ſtate is taken; 


1 may venture to affirm, that, cæteris paribus, a turnpike 


road through the Ma RSE to ET MOUTH and Berwick, would 
not produce of toll in proportion to what is ſtated in the above 
accompft. We ſee that of 139 3: 14, of produce, only 
L445 : oO: 10 remains to be applied in making twelve miles of 
road, building bridges, and keeping theſe in repair. How inef- 
feEtual ſuch a balance for ſuch a purpoſe! How heavy the char- 
ges! 'The article for toll-garherers and rent of toll-houſes only, 
amounts to 40 per cent. of the produce: and this oceaſioned a- 
lone by the nature of the mode adopted for making theſe roads, 
in a country, where the traffick is not ſo great as to afford a large 
ſum to be levyed, ſo as to render tho proportion of charges to the 


produce inconſiderable f. 


AL THOUGH 1 ſhould think the above accompt ſufficient to 


t As the * of the tolls in the weſtern was much more con- 
fiderable than what was raiſed in the eaſtern diſtrict Eaſt Lothi- 
an, and as the charges were paid not according tothe length of read, 
(as neceſſarily flated in this accempt ) but according to the ſums 
raiſed, a greater proportion of the charges muſt have fallen upon 
the weſtern diſtrict, and the charges paid by the eaſtern diſtri 
for paſſing the act, and for treaſurers and overſeers ſalary, muſt 
not have been ſo much as what is exhibitedin the above flate of the 
accompt. Nevertheleſs, the above accompt ſufficiently ſhews, cven 
in the now encreaſed ſtate of the tolls, how burthenſeme the charges 
muſt be upon the eaſtern diftri&t ; eſpecially ſince travellers betwixt 


London and Edinburgh do new generally take another rat, I 


doubt not, therefore, but the heretors and tcnaiits in the eaſtern 
diſtrict will find it their intereft to throw open the toll gates in 
that diſtrid, to pay off their turnpike debt, and keep the road in 
repair, by means of an equal contribution or aſſeſſment. Tam in- 


formed a propeſal to this purtoſe has already been {token of, 


1 6 9 


 eonvince any perfori of che impropriety of this mode of making 
the high roads, and alſo of the heavy charges and laſting taxati- 
on attending it in a like ſituation; I ſhall nevertheleſs endeavour 
to form an eſtimate with' all the exactneſs the nature of the ſub- 
ject can admit of, upon the data, which have come tomy know- 
ledge; of the probable produce, in caſe of the eſtabliſhment of 
turnpikes inthe MERSE, and of the charges which it may be ex- 
pected would be incurred thereby. It is upon the reſemblance 
of the ſituations of DUNB ax and the eaſtern diſtrict of EasT-Lo< 
THIAN to that of Ex MOUTH and Berwick and the adjacent 
Te! as noticed above, that I found the * 


| Mun 

. diſtance "Fm Ae to vthe extremity 1 155 
ſhire, on-the road to EDpxam, is oO SC RTE 224 
From Berwick bounds to the junction wah: this | 5 
toad, about 71 


In eee to be applied for nominally, miles 0: . 
Tur roll-þ bars required upon theſe roads would be, | 


5 8 Torr. Bins 
Ar ErmouTH . A 2 
At CHIRNSIDR 1 
At junction of Berwick and Ex MOT roads i 
| Betwixt ſaid junction and EDxNAm, believed Toa ror | 
At Berwick bounds _ I 
At ſeparation of New-water-ford and Benw 1c roads I 


| In all ada 83 | 


Bur jet it be fuppoſed, that 8 toll- bars might be made to 
anſwer. | 
Tux whole produce of tolls raiſed in the eaſtern diſtrict of 
EasT-LoTHIaNn being {2504 : 16 : 1, and this being proporti- 
oned equally upon the four toll - bars kate affords {35 17 0g 
at each bar yearly, ſuppoſing the tolls in the Mr RSE to argillice. 
at an average, Cxterts paribus, the ſame as in the eaſtern | 


RS 


ti-. 


rn | 


1 7 1 
diſtrict of EAs T LoTHIAN, then the above ſeven bars A N 


Oey Py” 


CHARGES. 


= VEN EO TION 


1 ers at £12. each year- 


ly. N. B. This is too 
fmall an allowance for 
the toll-gatherers pains 
and riſk; but as that 
ſum was the loweſt war 


ges paid by the truſtees 


in EasT LoTHIAn, I 
ſhall make up the pre- 
ſent eſtimate on that 


footing. Then ſeven 
 toll-gatherers at £12 
each yearly £ 84 


Seven toll-houſes 


and toll-bars at £40 
each, making £280, 
which, reckoning the 
rent at fourteen 27 85 
purchaſe, would 


mount yearly to © 


Paſſing the aft and 285 


incidents, yearly 29:8: 1 


Treaſurers ' falary 
yearly 30 
Overſeers alzry ditto2 1 


— — 
; . 
o a 


| Remains to be em- 
ployed on thirty miles 


of road, bridges and re- 


pair 8 


104 


£251 = 


1 1 


I this eaſe the article of tall-gatherers and tolt-h6uſes alone 
amounts to 41 & per cent. of the whole produce of tolls 
Ir may be ſaid, however, that the tolls in the ME RSE would 
admit of being raiſed higher than thoſe leryed in EAs T Lor HI- 
Ax, during the eighteen years mentioned. I ſhall therefore ſup- 
poſe, they may be raiſed a half more, which- is; I believe, as high 
as the gentlemen in EasT LO THIAN thought they could admit 
of being raiſed to, when they applied for the late act᷑ of patliamentz 
and ſhall conſider the matter in that view, At each 1 in that | 
caſe, might be levyed 53: 16 : 317 van 5550 [769 
Theſeven bars would 1 
produce yearly = ge. 2 147 2 242 
Rent of ſeven toll- | 
| houſes and toll-bars „V wit. 
yearly, as above £2 © | $0 He 51 A SHS AR 
1 Profit to ſeven toll- | ty 1 95 
gatherers, allowing on- i nai 
ly £12 to each per an- hee £3 6 
num, yearly | 5 104 2 


— 


Paſſing the act and 
5 incidents, annually 29: 8: 


Treaſurers falary 30 1 
| Overſeers ſalary 25 84;8:; 1 


1 Remains balance to 
HI be employed in making | 

OD thirty miles of road, in De anda ded for 6p 
building bridges and 13333 | 
NY in repairs 8 188: 6: 1 18 376: 14: 12 


. * * — 2 - FT. # 4,40 


111 Tux article of toll- 3 and bout rents amounts in 
| this caſe to 27x57 per cent. of the produce, : *F 
On taking the whole ſum expended upon the ns mak ä 
bridges and repairs in EAST LorHIAN, during the firſt eighteen 4 
pears after .paſſing the act, and allowing the ſum beſtowed. in 
building bridges_to be equal to the ſtatute work employed on 
that road; I found that the mile of road muſt have coſt, at an a- 


9 
verage, in making and keeping in repalr during ſaid e 


years, {275 the mile. Now as it cannot be expected, that roads 


can be executed in the Mznse and kept in repair at a cheaper 

rate than in KAS LoTh1an, on account of the eaſy acceſs to 

materials, every where, in the eaſtern diſtrict, I muſt reckon, at 

leaſt, a like ſum of £27 5 upon the mile of road in the Manx, 
made and kept in repair eighteen years. 

Le Tit be conſidered then, how many miles, by the Ew ba- 
laace of {188 : 6 : 149, might be expected to be made and kept 
in repair, during eighteen years, and the money borrowed paid 
off, during the term of the propoſed turnpike law, viz. thirty one 
years; ſuppoſing the faid roads to be r during the firſt 
eighteen years. The value of £188 : 6: 142 for thirty one 
years, applied annually to the roads, during the firſt eighteen 
years, being 240: 15 : 104%y4thewholeſumduringthefaideigh-_ 


teen years would amountto £4334 : 5 : 6; which ſumof £4334 
5 : 6 being divided by the coſt ofa mile 275, only 1 5 75 miles 


of road could in that caſe be compleated and kept in repair 
during the firſt eighteen years. It appears, therefore, that the 


mode of a turnpike- law would not only be very burthenſome to 
the ſhire, on account of the great proportion paid for collecting, 


RA cout of the money levyed; but would alſo be ineffectual to com- 
pleat the length of the road propoſed. 


Bur it may be alledged, that the turnpike act POE vita 
take in a greater extent of road, and therefore the charges would 


| be proportionably lower. I ſhall therefore enquire, what additi- 
onal roads might be made, in conſequence of the propoſed turn- 


pike law; and what the produce and charges upon the Whole ; 
may be expected to amount to, 


Mir xs 
THe communication from the BERWICK road tothe 
New-water- ford | 3 
The communication from EyxMovu TH: 3 1 Bam the 
encloſures eaſt of EasT-Mains to BERWICk bounds 5 | 
Communication from Dunssz with the Bun IcEK 
road | 5 | | b 


p w TS ro ERR 2 8 r 2 


; re , 


Jol gates; 


_ cleventoll-barsatthefores. 


2 561548 ron e e 7 0 gs 


—— KPT o PU ERNST TIT... 
* 


yearly, at fourteen 1 9 8 


t 10 7 


den Doxan by nes to Urazrlanczon' : 
4 bo nb 4 05 | a : A g | 


= oa the * nds there will be + required of addiionl 


On the e ak. 0 
On the CHIRNSInꝝ roadat Bx R Icx c bounds 1 
At Deen upon the ta roads „ 
At Urs rLIN Ton * 
en ee N atthe dam-ford * 
"Is 5 . account of miles 1 30 | 
le W r e e. 
To the former account « roll rg VV 


ſaid encreaſed rate of 


21 * 


CHARGES . 
Viz. Wh _ 
therers, allowing no 
more than 1 2 each 
yearly 4:72 6132 
Eleven toll-houſes 
and gates 440, or 


e 1 37 8 40 16328: 5 
Paſſing act and inci- 5 
dents, yearly 290; 7 


I ted 


«bars | 


9 320 „ EET pe, * 
1 N 3 
J ; 
oe, ERR 


roads, building bridges 95 


Treafurer, yearly — de „ : 
eee 9 enn vhs 


— Im 


Annes for akin g 


and keeping them in I os wa ble 4 er tio act 
* | - 304 : 3: on 601 ; 19; bre 


a FO ir 


8 


In thjs caſe, as beford] ike charges on, x toll -gatherers, and vol 
houſes amount to 27% per cent. 

LE r it next be calculated, how many miles of road may be er- 
pected to be made and kink in repair, and the money borrowed 
paid off, in the term of the propoſed turnpike law, thirty o one years, 
by means of the above yearly balance of £304 : 3: Or, ſuppo- 
ſing it wholly applied during the firſt eighteen years of that peri- 
cd. The value of £304 : 3 : Ox for thirty one years applied 


yearly during firſt eighteen years, being 405: 7: , the 


whole ſum to be he x mate during N Ts would unk 


1 1 


Which ſumof e 0: 0 5 being divided | 


— c__ <—__ 


5 by £275, as above, the average coſt of a mile of 


FR road, affords of road made by the above balance, 


paid off, during the above term, 264 miles. By 


| +. & means therefore of {591 : 19 ; 6, the groſs 
produce of the eleven tol]-bars ſtated in the above 
a ccompt, there could be made and kepri in repair 


end of the term of ny one years, propoled in 
the bill, miles 


only miles | 26x 
So that there would remain unfiniſhed at the e 


| ——of the cl 1 ofed road, VIZ, miles FT 54 


7 - Now let it be Sons dere, what way of wal EIT com- 

pleated and kept in repair, during eighteen years, and the money 
Z borrowed paid of, by means of a like ſum of £591 : 19 : 6444 
® rgiſed yearly by a general equal contribution or taxation upon he- 


ritorrand tenants; ſuppoſing ſucha tax to amount'in the whole | 


lowancd,e 3 
For 8 the 40 4 incidents 3 18 
. In all 1347 
1 the o_— of this annualcharge, v which, 50 
would fall to 59119 62. 
Being . viz. „ % we $5 eB 4 "A 


thirty one years applied. yearly — the ES 
eighteen years being 7 59 19 95 1. 


—— — aca 


* 12 1 


to 2000 a year; to be raiſed yearly, during a like period of | 
thirty one years, and applied eng the firſt e wenn 


Tur annual charges would be, to wala 30 
To an overſeer, of addition to the preſent al- 


There remains to be applied to roads yearly 579: 1 is + Gr c 


——_— 


1 * 
* =y 


* 


The value of { 579 I "+ 62. annually far 8 


The whole ſum to be e in eighteen 
years would amount to 


Which ſum of £13679 : 16: 0% being dis 


X3979:: 16: 974 


vided by £275 f, the ayerage coſt of a mile, 1 
ſhews the above annual ſum of 591: 19 6, 


raiſed by way of . contribution or aſſeſſment, 


to be ſufficient to make and kegp in e dias ED 
the firſt eighteen years, miles 4970 
But J have made it appear, that, by means of 22 1 5 
a like ſung raiſed from the ſhire by a turnpike 
law, there can be made and kept in repair du- 


ring the like term only miles ey Ste” vim, 261 


1 This ſum of 275 has been thought tc ſmall, an 1 ance for 
making and keeping in repair a mile ef road. But in making up 
theſe eftimates I have thought it proper to adhere to Fatt. : If 
the roads in the Merſe can be campleated at a lower rate, that cir- 
cumſtance would be in favour of the mode of aſſe ment ; as the ex- 
ceſ of the number of miles which might be made by this means, a- 
bove the number of miles which might be effeaed by turnpikes, wauld 


| encreaſe in proportion to the diminution of the Expence. 


f 


1 
ole Iłx is therefore evident, that a fum, raiſed by way of accef}- 
| of ment, in a given time, would be ſufficient to make nearly double 
the length of road, that could be made by a like aps; raiſed on 
pie law, in the ſame given time. 

Ix the above eſtimates I have only allowed 4 12 a year Wasch 
toll gatherer, for maintenance, profit and riſk. There was from 
1172 to 16 a year paid to the toll-gatherers in EAsT-LorHIAX 
while the tolls were in the hands of the truſtees; but as it is to 
be preſumed, that no truſtees would ſcruple to give higher wa- 
ges upon a certainty of a faithful accompt of the tolls by the toll · 
gatherer, and as no perſon would run the riſk of taking the tolls, 
£: {without having a probability of making a ſufficient profit in the 
 » | worſt of years; I cannot think any perſon wauld take a toll-bar 
— | without having the probable expectation of earning at leaſt a 
rr . ſhilling a day, or about £18 a year. There was a riſe of £22 
— upon the tolls in EasT LoTHIAN, the eighteenth year after the 
act took place, which ſhews, that the toll-gatherers earned more 

I than a bare maintenance during the foregoing years. For theſe 
2's Areafons, it appears, that the Z12 allowed in the above eſtimates 
| _ Ris low, and therefare, that the mode of turnpikes would occaſi- 
0 « | on a higher charge and a heavier turthen on the ſhire, than is 

' therein deduced. 

4 Las v, if it be propoſed to include: all the orhidival roads 

in the Mx RSR, leading to the ſea- ports, or towards the coal and 
mein a turnpike law, (and I confeſs the ſame arguments may be 

Luſed ſor erecting turnpikes on the whole of the roads, as on thoſe 
leading from KI so to EymouTH and BERWICK) the toll on 

ſuch roads could nct be properly collected by means of leſs than 

thirty turnpikes; to ſupport which, even at the loweſt allowance, 

would require £450 annually; an yearly burthen upon the ſhire, 

equal to five ſhillings ſterling cn the hundred * 1 Scots of 

alued rent. 

ce for As it is intended by the e turnpike Jaw to levy a toll 
* vp vn lime carriages, it is thought by ſome that a greater ſum would 

If be raiſed than what is above allowed. No doubt, but the toll on 
G cir- this article, taken at the ſords of the 'TwEED, would be ſome- 


he-ex- what conſiderable, but as this and coal arethe ſole articles which 
ns, a- pould have occaſion to paſstheſe fords, I doubt whether theſetolls 
would i world ſurpaſs the allowance; except on one branch of the road, . 


2 
5 

{ 

i Ft. 
1 * 
| . 
1 17 
k 
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— —— — ͥ ͥ́ ll. „„ 
* * 


4 en from EDNAM- towns Ermod r and BRH w ICR] for 
the making of which, the propoſed application to parliament fora 


bably be ever carried. But ſuppoſe the toll on lime to occafion 
_ & higher produce than what is above allowed, ſtill ſuch toll would 
be 2 load upon improvements, and the charges r oy 


raiſed; and that, if the money borrowed be paid off in ne, 


Poing to the New - water and UrSETLINGTON fords, andthe 
communication betwixt the Ex MOH road ren 
the proppſed act, with the above road from EpxAM towards 


ſum leyyed at the whole tolls, and that, in caſe the money advan» 
ced upon the credit of the tolls be paid off during the period of 


t 1 


turnpike law is principally intenfled, very little lime would pru- 


fall. entirely upon the heritors and tenants within the ſhire. - 

I nave ſhewn above, if the road from Ep Nau bout 
Banwick and EyMovuTH'be the only object of the propoſed 
turnpike law, that, in caſe ſuch a law ſhall take place, the char: 
ges will at the loweſt amount to 4 1,4 per cent. of the whole toll 


tion of the act, only 1 575 miles can be compleated, 

I Have alſo made it appear, that, if the roads l from 
on the north fide of WHIT TADPER, ſhall be comprehended in 
1 and Ex MoU R, or made in conſequenceof ſuch anact; 


the charges in that caſe would be equal to 27 per cent of the 


the act, only 263 miles can be made and kept in repair? while 
by means of an equal contribution oralſefſmene 49 15 ee 


| pleated. 


Bo v it may be faid, that money may his borrowed to make 
part of the 1 4b miles in the firſt caſe, and the 273 miles in the 
latter caſe, left in the original unfiniſhed ſtate, upon the faith of 
the tolls to be raiſed after the expiration of the firſt thirty one 
years by a turnpibe law. This too would be inadequate; and is 
a ſyſtem, which, would intail a perpetual tax upon the ſhire in 
promotirig of which, the writer of this enquiry can never coneur. 

Ta vs have I endeavoured to inveſtigate, whether the method 


of making the highways in the ſhire of Ber wick by means of 


a turnpike law, or by an aſſeſſment, would be moſt chargeable to 
the ſhire, and I find what I formerly advanced before the gene- 

ral meeting of heritars at EDinBURGH, namely, that the mode 
of a turnpike law muſt be attended with a heavy and laſting ex- 


Peet ug upen the ſpire, is confirmed by undoubted facts. Such as | 


t u 


hy any ſtreſs upon the fupport that the turnpike rbads would 
meet with from the toll raiſed or ſtrangers paſſing through the 
Mxsz, will certainly be deceived; It would amount to amere 
trite. They will confeſs, no doubt, that the toll, on the great 
kigh road from Low DON to EDI BURG, ought greatly to ex- 
cced it, Yet if they examine into the accompts of the Eas r- 
LoTRIAN turnpike, they will find, chat at BI LSsDEAN, through 
which all the travellers betwixt Lonvon and EDINV E UACR 
muſt have paſſed during eighteen years, there was never raifed 
more than from £23toF 2 5 of free toll in the year, even with the aſ- 
fiſtance of all the country to the eaſtward and weſtward of that 
toll-bar. If made-roads then are defired, (and defired theyought 
to be, in the ſhire-of Berwick) the inhabitants thereof muft 
expect to pay for them, whether the funds be raiſed by turnpikes 
or by an aſſeſſment. I have ſhewn the mode of aſſeſſment to be 
moſt cffectual, and leaſt burthenſome. = - 

Bo r why be at the expenee of making the high reads, to be. 
aſed by ſtrangers who contribute nothing ? Why, anſwer I, are 
lavenues made to your houſes ? Why are your houſes: ornamented 
the with neat or elegant furniture? Were theſe intended merely for 

n+ che uſe of the occupier? Why beſtow conſiderable ſums uponthe 
perfecting your ſea-port,and leave that ſea-port inacceſfible? Or 


while | 5 to render that ſea · port uſeful, ſhould we load ourſelves, and 
:om- {diſtreſs our neighbours with an oppreſſive tax? Let us invite our 
Food neighbours of TivioTDaLE,of NokTHUMAERLAND, of 
make MaxsT Lorhrax to our houſes; let us ſhew them the way to 
markets and ſea-ports, by the means of excellent roads, free 


fand without interruption. By ſo doing, I doubt not, but we 
mould foort reap Tod kdramtages, equal to the immediate fatisfac- 


jon in obliging. 
BxsI DES the reaſons againſt the propoſed application to par- 


e; in 
icur. Wiament for a turnpike law, many others may be alledged.— The 
ethod mpracticability of putting up toll- bars, in ſuch a manner as to pre- 


vent ſuch as may inchne to avoid them from eluding the tolls; 
by which means, maſters, inſtead of contributing to the ſupport 
pf the roads, would frequently be cheated by their ſer- 
Pants, who would elude the tolls, get drunk and deſtroy 
. heir horſes, —The interruption and oppreſſion of toll- bars 
and the delay and faucineſs of coll. gatherers. — The. check 


2 16 3 p 
uon the eſtabliſhment of arts and manufactures; for zettainly 
a manufacturer would prefer ſettling in a country where he could 
find good roads free oſ toll, to ſetting up his manufacture in 4 

country Where, ſuppoſing othet advantages alike, he would pay a 
heavy toll for the carriage of; his materials and gods. And 
what would, in ſome meaſure, defeat the end propoſed by turn- 
pikes, namely, the making good roads, is, that by a turnpike law 
the funds are collected in ſmalls, and rhe contributors, probably, 
0 having no immediate concern in the application, and not anxious 
[ 9 about it; the important buſineſs of making the highways fre- 
„ quently falls upon the overſeer and undertaker: Whereas if the 
r i money were faiſed by aſſeſſment, and applied at the ſight and for 
the benefit of the contributor, there is little doubt but he a, * 
ſee it expended to the beſt advantage. 3 
| Bo r it is faid, that, by means of a turnpike. kay dah are 
1 ſooneſt executed. This is the ſtrongeſt argument I have heard 
Cy, in favout of turnpikes. Yet we ſee many inſtances of the length 
- ol time taken, even by this method: There was little of the 
11} Ea EasT:LoTHIAN turnpike. roads executed, till towards the latter 
end of the period of the firſt eighteen years, and ſome miles re- 
mained in its original bad ſtate after that period. Does not ſome 
5 part of the BEN WIC?k turnpike roads remain unfiniſhed at this 
| wi” day? and it were to be wiſnied, that ſtill more had at this time 
"= 
| 


cContinued in the ſame ſtate as before paſſing the act. We ſaw 
1 above, that by an aſſeſſment, 49 x; miles may be made with the 
8 fame ſum raiſed from the ſhire as 261 miles by means of turn · 
1 paikes. Surely then 265 miles would be ſooner compleated by the 
7 firſts than by the latter method, if the neceſſary expence can, by 
| the firſt method, be procured. That money may be borrowed u- 
| pon the ſecurity of an aſſeſſment, as eaſily, nay more. eaſily, than 
5 upon the credit of a turnpike, there can be little doubt. I am, 
however, of opinion, that borrowing to the full extent upon pub- 
lick funds ought by no means to be allowed. But if money may 
be borrowed: upon an aſſeſſment, and à greater, extent of road 
made by an equal ſum. raiſed, then the argument in favour of 

| tolls, on account of expedition, falls to the ground. 3 
To make the greateſt extent of road, in the ſhorteſt time, by 
the leaſt oppreſſive method, and this, by doing Juſtice to all con- 
cerned, is the object 1 have in view. And it is with an inten- 


E 


ain a to throw all te light I can upon this ſubject, 1 to prompt 
could fe chers, not to precipitate, but to conſider with attention a matter 


10 ach! importance to the ſhire; to examine into the extent 
Paq a Bf the roads propoſed to be repaired ; into the facility ofprocuring 
naterials; into the coſt of ſuch roads; and alſo into the funds 
turn hich may be required and procured to anſwer ſuch purpoſes, 
kelaw hat I have entered into this enquiry; and that I offer theſe ob- 
zrvations to the conſideration of the committee of heretors, and 
o all others who have any eoncern in this matter. Whentheſe 
ſs fre- hings ſhall be duly and attentively enquired into, and diſcuſſed; 
1 ſhall be moſt willing to join in promoting what ſhall be found 
Jo be the moſt beneficial ſeheme for the amendment of thehigh - 
vays; from an opinion of the benefits ariſing from thence, not 
Pnly in reſpect of oeconomy and profit, but with regard to the 
ke Þrnament and good policy of the ſhire, and to the e:ſe, commo- 
heard: uſneſs, and ſatisfaction of each individual in it, and of ſtran- 
zers who may ſojourn in it, or paſs through it. 

'Trar the utility of made-roads may appear, With regard to 
Profit and good oeconomy, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew what advan- 
ages may be expected from them on one article only. Let it 
ſuppoſed, that one plow-gate of land employs acart conſtantly, 
uring the uſual driving ſeaſon, to carry lime ſhells. In the 
. ſtate of the roads carts generally carry five bolls. If the 
ds were made, they could carry ſeven anda half, or eightbolls, 
ith as much eaſe as at preſent five bolls. Now allowing a cart 
t preſent to bring home yearly two hundred and fifty bolls; if 
e roads were made, ſuchacart with ſeven and a half bolls would 
ear one hundred and twenty five bolls more in the ſame number 
f rakes or turns; they would alſo in the caſe of made-roads go 
greater number of rakes, but I ſuppoſe only one hundred 
nd twenty five bolls additional; reckoning the average price for 
eading five bolls at three ſhillings, then there would be twenty 
ye times three ſhillings or £3 : 15 of gain upon the ſingle arti- 
le of leading; and as this one hundred and twenty five bolls 
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"Frould lime two and a half Engliſh acres. of ground, upon 

hich I cannotreckonleſsthan 10s. ayeargainperacre; which being 

alued as 71 per cent. to 100, affords £6 ; 13 : 4, from which 

educting £1 : 5, the value of the prime coſt of lime for one a- 

Ire, produces with the addition of the above £3 : 15 the ſum of 
Cad” 


me, by 
all con- 
inten- 
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_ ©. provure:the means of gaining this IN: 3: 4, no one, I ſhould 
think, would ſcruple to contribute 2, (3, or even more if re- 
quired. Granting five hundred carts to be annually employed 


* 


would be an annual profit to the ſhire of {4583 : 6: 8, and if 
the gain upon leading of lime for the peaſe and turnip breaks in 
winter, when the plough cannot work; on carrying corn to mar- 


als for building, and other articles, be added, the vaſt advantages 
of made roads will appear: As both heretors and tenants would 

be ſo much the gainers, I am of opinion, they ſhould both contri- 

5 bute towards a fund for this uſeful purpoſe, the mending the high- 


ritors appointed to make up a bill to be laid before the parliament, 
I was deſirous that the committee; or ſome member, would have 
drawn up the heads of a bill in conformity thereto: But the com · 


read before the general meeting of heritors in December laſt, 


ſoregoing obſervations: viz. That a plan can be framed equal 


| and beneficial an undertaking. - 


I make no doubt. The preſent laws, although not ſufficient forthe 


== 4 10 I 
e Ao clear gain, by employing oiie cart yearfy. To 


in carrying lime, and there are probably a greater number, there 


kets not on horſeback but in carts; on leading of coal, of materi · 


ways; and as in all well regulated ſocieties, the ſeveral mem» 
bers ought to join in what is advantageous to the whole, I would 
fain hope that every perſon concerned ws in een 


HavinG laid the above enquiry a the committee __ bs: 


mittee, as alfo ſeveral heritors in private, haying requeſted me to 
point out a ſcheme, by which the highways in the ſhire may be a- 
mended, in a manner agreeable to theſe obſervations; in eompli- 
ance with the deſire of theft gentlemen, I preſume-to lay before 
the committee and the other heritors of the ſhire, the following 
general heads, which if they meet with approbation, may; with 
their aſũſtance, be extended in the form of abill. I muſt there- 
fore premiſe a hint from the paper which I had the honour to 


and which I think conſiſtent with the principles inculcated-in the 


and juſt, and by which the different pariſhes may obtain bene- 
« fit from the roads, in proportion to the reſpective contributions, 


above purpoſe, yet if properly enforced, ſomewhat in the man- 
© ner preſcribed in the EAs T Lo THIAM act, would no doubt 
contribute greatly towards the amendment of the roads. As, 
* ſuch. a ſcheme would fall altogether on the tenantry, it is 
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| allowing 
country, and 


« thought; the atbprietoes of lands: ſhovld- contribute. at leaſt as 


© much as the additional tax thereby laid on the tenants.. This X 
is but reaſonable. By this means it is preſumed a fund may 


be procured, not only to compleat the principal roads in a few 
years, but alſo for the preſervation of them, and the amendment 


of the bye · roads for the future. In conformity therefore ta 


theſe principles and to the preceeding 3 I ſhall a 
0 r ſome yon 1 or een | 


GENERAL HEADS, aa which a bil may „ 


oe the RES of the e in the wp of BERW Ick. 


Ti T 8 of ils be applied: for next ſeſſions to 
ower the whole heritors of the ſhire, | 


.- it, ! To make up exact liſts of all the plow- gates in the 1 ſhire, 
aeres for each plow- gate in the Mx RSE or lo 


3 e N 7 4 


To ardur an 3 firvey to be made of the principal : 


roads L he ſhire, and of bridges thatare wanting. = 
N. B. Br means of ſuch a ſuryey, the number of acres, andof 


coure plow-gates. in each pariſh, may be aſcertained, - | 
- 3dly.: To take under their conſideration ſuch a ſurvey, with ; 
power in order to ſhorten roads and to avoid bad pulls, to make 


what alterations ſhall be found by them for the publick benefit, 
in ſuch a manner as to do as little damage as poſſible to private 


property, and to fix and determine the ſituation of ſuch bridges, 
and direction of ſuch roads for the future, unleſs TRge: altorati» 


ons may be required for publick utility. 
Athly. To cauſe eſtimates to be taken of 45 1 which 
would be neceſſary to make ſuch principal roads and bridges; and 


after having aſcertained the expence of ſuch principal roads and 
bridges, to proportion ſuch expence upon the ſeveral plow- gates 
in the ſhire, in ſuch a manner chat the heritor may e moie⸗ | 


ty, and the tenant we other 7. 


* No Tenant ferns fo give 71 88 Ain act ade improve- 
ments, aud good roads ought certainly to be the firſt, and are the 
moſt beneficial improvements; theargh Farifhable, er frequently in 
need of repairs: eee 


acres N each n in Tauuxx- 


— * 8 


""Uſbir denne aleflinent: . — tack of their orm of 5 
NHS, bh other farm in the ſhire, I ſhould not think th; Ot 
1 TE _! Fiferecourſe may de had upon the i incoming tenant for the! 
dieemniflcation of the away- going, e to a rate to be ſettled 
"EN by the heritors, before paſſing the act, and accore | 
8 years to run of the leaſe, e. dA 
thly. To take an account of the auntber of "OM wa by 
„ 13 155 uch 8 have little or no land, and to ſettle a rate to be paid fot 
I N each” early, as alſo for ſaddle horſes and gentlemen” acarriages. 
E Schly. To levy ſuch moieties and rates in the manner propo- 
„„ fell in the bill printed by direction of the committee; failing 
wich, to authorize the callector of the ceſs to levy the ſame a- 


— ae” Done, ths 


— 
i 
* 


k 

be 
| 5 . long with the land tax; and to appoint” an beritor in each pariſh, 
do teceive the allelſnenc of each reſpeQtive pariſh, who: ſhall ac- 
I e count for the ſame. „ : b 
HIRE TS _ 7thly. To empower the e and ene n each it to 
l meet annually on a day fixed for that purpoſe; and to conſult to- 
1 er, upon what principal road ſuch their annual proportion 
* mall be applied, and if the heritors and majority of tenants be not 
Ananimous, then the heritors at their annual general meeting 
ll | ſhalt appoint whersthe afſeſſinent of ſuch pariſh ſhall he applied 


RR (provided i it be applied in ſome one road uſeful: to ſuch pariſh) 
| 1 be unanimous, the ſaid proportion of ſuch pariſſ ſhall 


1 1 apj er eee 
| pokes: Wah oftheir etunual proportions paid on, or r before the 
day of fich e paroohial meting/ zg. 
*$c>|ly. To continue the ſtatute wopk/tobeemployetonch 
vate pariſh roads; in he manner directed by the bill{ftiow-unc 
che cohdlermtion”of'the committee | 
thiyi. 1er Aren ru 5 
aki i nodoubt, if it hall: a ber 
| ſe.of tliem)bur: chat, after they all Hate been duely 
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